PUXBYRY TRURAL AMOD Hs 7o/t S

" Thubsday; November 28, 1950

Duxbury Rural & Historical Society, Inc.

By HERBERT

ford,

Original Purpose

At the beginning, the Hoclety's
work was that of a Village Improve-
ment Boclety, It 1s sald that there 1s
but one Village Improvement Noclety
In Massachusetts which dates back
s far as we do: the Laurcl 11111 As.
soclatlon of Stockbridge, founded in
18538, Many of the trees which lne
our streets were planted by the Rural
Boclety. Btreet lamps were erccted,
watering troughs malutalned nnd un-
sightly places cleancd up. The Dux-
bilry Rural SBoclety was fncorporated
Fobruary 10, 1016 and in that ye
Clara Smith’ Ripley (Mry., I'lm-’;o:;
Bive the Historical Dullding and an
extry lot of land to the Society, The
nume was changed on November 17,
1086 to the Duxbury Rarul wud Hise
torical Boelety, Inc,

Mr. Chester Winthrop MNutes hus
continued with us In the upsiairs
apartment of the Historleal Hoomy
and, although the runt Is low, Il fs o

great comfort to bave such goud Len- |

ants who take cure uf Lho grounds
and do things about the hullding.
Difficulty with the dralnage  thi,
apring nocessitated laylog wu over-
flow pipe from the cesspuol wouthorly

catch basln at the end. This cost §60,
and about $75. additlonal have besn
spent for a new kitchen celling and
other repaira,

The good work uf the Lwo Garden
Clubs of Duxbury on both sides of
Washington Strest at the Cable
Office corner has been continued
through the year and It s of Kreat
importance to our town tu hive the
entrance to our maln street so woll
carod for. This work in doue by those
clubg without expense to the Soclety
and we are Very appreclative.

The gift of/ $300 from Mr. Ellls W.
Brewster of Plymouth towards the
maintenance of the Elder Hrowster
slte was gratefully recelved. Weo ha
pald Mr. Eben H. Ellison the $300
which he generously loaned the So-
cloly without Interest for the pur.
chase of the Elder Hrowster site. The
matter of Improvement of the alte
Is under discussion. A slgn with the
‘words “Elder Brewster Lilacs" marks
the spot. The question of excavating
at the site for relice dating buck to
Browster's time is also under dlg-
cusslon and the Plymouth people
have offered to pany the cout of such
oxcavatlon and divide any relles
found between Plymouth and nur
Boclety. They say they would leave
the site in good conditlon. The El-
der's Lilacs gite became part of the
Property of Marshall Soulo. Build-
ings (probably of Soule) were shown
at this location on a plan made by
John 8. Loring dated in 1871 and re-
corded In Plymouth Reglstry. Miss
Mary N. Gifford, our Treasuror, anys
that Miss Ellzabeth 8, Sawpson who

" dled February 3, 1937 at tho age of
94 yoars used to tell Ler ubout vislt-
Ing her uncle, Marshall Soule, who
llvad on the Elder Rrowster site. 1
have seen these bulldings when on
visits to my relatives when a smal,
boy. The dug well can still be found
among the lllacs. Two meectings af
the Executive Commlities have been
bold ft the site and the oplalon re-
flocted by these meetings is that the
Boclety should undertake to put »
post and rail fence to delineate the
front boundaries of the site.

Gifts gratefully recefved by the
Socloty durlng the past yoar In ad-
ditlon to the glff from Mr., Drewster
include trom Rev, ITerman F. Lion an
October 6, 1949, § Chiness fgures
in minluture In boautiful natlve fub-
ries given by Mr. Lion's wlster; from

| Dr. DBarbara Admaon, who fe-
about 60 feot with orangeplpe with o

Mr. Bben H. Elllson a fireruan’s hel-
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mel worn by his grandfather, Wil-
lam Ellfson, who died In 1867 and
Who wag head of the Duxbury Fire
Departinont 100 yenrs ago, The hel-
met (s marked “Ward 2" from
Ellzabeth B. Hartshorn (Mra. Wi-
llam N.) a palnting ot Partridge
Academy; from Mrs, Frank A. Day
of Newton a memorundum hook o
Willlam Eillison of auction at Alden
Weston's on Septomber 28, 185¢:
from Mr. Gershom Hradtord of Dux-
bury, varfons bills necounts of Capt.
Oerabom Bradford, 1774-1844; trom
Miss Grace L, Waterman (formerly
loanod) & portralt of Bonjamin
Franklin, Eng.; trom Edith 4. Downa
of Wollaston and Hrant Nock, a
photograph of Ford's Store; trom
Edith T. Bears a booklat written by
lr:runk Elllson entitled ““Trip to Dux-
ary."
————

A REMINDER

Pleass flll in your adult cduca-
ton questlonnaire and send it to
Mr, Philip Chandler, »o the com-
mittos can get started,

War Adventure

contly spent two days with hor
slster, Mrs, Klbert A, Harvey of
Surplus Bt. is an orthopedic sur.
Evon practicing In I'oughkeepsie,
N.X, One of her adventures was
nost exciting,

the war, she was on the
stafl of the Presbyterian Hospltal
In the New York Medical Center,

the Amerlcan  Army
would asslgn women doctors only
o care for Waes and Waves, sl
volunteered in the Drltish Army
and served as a Major until war's
end. Bhe performed oporations on
war casualtles for four yewrs In
London, Africs ang Italy. Among
those she operated on were Win.
ston Churchill's son Randulph and
the celebrated Popaky,

Popsky was vne of the most
pleturesque and hush-hush charac-
ters of the war, The son of Rus-
sian and parents, he chose
England as his country. In Egypt
before the wur he hnd learned
navigation as a hobby so he conld
explore the desert mlone by car,
It proved useful when the British
made hin a general In Popaky's
Private Army, an organization
formed to uperato by Jeop behind
encmy lines: His army had s few
Ay fivo—mnever more Uiin 30 mem-
bers. All were highly intelligent
daredevils who blew up ammuoni-
Uon domps and bridges, freed
prisoners, made hit and run raids
and furnished information by radio
to headquartors. Thelr uniform
was plain khakl with no Inslgnia
excopt P.PLA. on the slesve, They
functioned successfully in Africa,
Slelly, Italy and Jugoslavia,

Wounded Iato In the war, Pop-
sky camp to Dr. Stlmson -for re-
Palr of a shatiered hand. He also
ueedeid an artificlal hand w re-
Place the one that had been shot
off. . Stimson has a beautiful
clgaretto case Popsky gave her. In
hls thrilling book on his war cx-
perlences ho pald high tribute tu
her,

AUTUMN MOONLIGHT
By Allson Arnuld

Up In the deuse black velvet of the
sky
The harvest moon slips
ocean's rim,
8o rnhuud and golden ns 10 clinhe an
gL

from Lhe

That all the sturs seem suddenly Lo
dim

Thelr brilllunce in ita warm und
glowing lgnt,

An orange lantern lu the durk night

sky,
It turne o slver where 1]

e gl wag
bright;
And as tho wigh winds sollly wuir’
and slgh, ]
The radlubce elehes vlearly vach hare
troe

In lacy putierus on the sliver Erass,
And lends a sense of unreality

Ag 11 the magie mght must pevar
pogn,

Aod that thero  never shonld e
found u way

To merke the moon Into o diwaing
day. :

THROUGH THE LOOKING GULARS
By Henry Crugin Walker

Tucked wway In hiy altic | I'unm]’
my molhur's serip bonk ru:ltnlnlnu!

clpplugs and versos which she erv:
ured until her death. Among (o
Were Lhu lollowing, which 1 am By

Wauy oldstery will recall:

“L koow not where Thine Tslandy 1ire

Their fronded paling 1n alr;

L only kuow 1 cnnnol drify

Buyond Hly love winid care.”

= Whilitjer,

Another of her treasures Wil ol

L otion huurd lior quote:

“Hulld u litto fence of trust around
today,

Fenco It lu with Ioving words

Aud therely stuy;

Look not through the shuliering
bars upon toworrew:

God will briug whal e're Is hest, of
Joy or sorrow.™

Here lu vne weribbled tn un ancient

aulograph albu Bl in faded Blow
plush with w woeadl mirror sot in Lhin
centro:

“Though ocuuny mauy between uy roll
And distant be out lot

And If on earth we meel no mure,

Doar triond forget me not.'

Also this une:

(APTAIN'S WALK
ON THE WAY TO THE MONUMENT
DUXBURY 069

YARNS

CHRISTMAS CARDS

“May your virtues wvor spread,
Like butter on hot gingor-bread,”
Here fs a verso writteu on Lthe Ny
leat of vie of Trollope's novels:

“If there should be auuther flowd,
For refuge hither ny,

Though all the world should be Bub-

merged, B

This book would still be dry."

Many pooplo dorived much eomi
[rom guch veises us these, writlin
on a acrap of papor:

It you cannot on the oeoan
Sall among the awiflest Neet,

Bounding o'cr the fouming billows,
Laughing at the atoris you ment;

You can go among the sallurs
Anchored sufe within the bay,

You can lend a haud o help them
As they launch thelr ships away.”
And speaking of ships, here ls a

heartening epltuph curved on o tomb-

stone of a abipwreckod xatlor on the

Brittany count:

A abipwroeked sullor burled on this

spot

Bids you set wail;

Full many a gallunt ship when he With

loat

Weatherel the gule”

Many of the verses from Jong o
Pouts were pusted in muother's serap
book; here uro some Hoes from Ten-
nyson: -
“Kind bearts are more thian cofiners,

And slmplo fuith thay Noeman

blood.

This Is unother by (he kame author:
“I'ray fur my suul;

More things a vronghl by prayer

tham this workl decams, ar,”
These wro wll slinple, hoaey v M.
and reading oo carh day often bringe
hope and eomfopt,
Ino many Fngllsh Lomes 5 Bl
Yule emke ix bahed. wmd w eamble
placed ou it for each uember ul the

family.




